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Kokoso the Dromedary Camel visits Burchetts Green C of E Infant School and meets pupils 
including Elizabeth, five. Photo by Mike Swift  www.360swift.com  See page three for the full story. 

“Herds of camels will come... bearing gold 
and frankincense...” Isaiah 60:6. 

Prison ministry - 
pages six and seven

God in the life of 
Jan Fishwick - page 12

Merry Christmas and a happy  
new year to all of our readers. 

Win a book - turn to 
page three
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Another angle on climate change

by Paula Clifford

BY now we are well familiar with measures 
to cut harmful emissions and to invest 
in renewables as the chief means of 
combating potentially catastrophic climate 
change. And while there is a responsibility 
on all of us to reduce our own carbon 
footprint and to do what we can to 
influence government policy, it is hard to 
escape the feeling that the main action is 
out of our hands.
   A conference to be held in Oxford at 
the end of February aims to address 
climate change from a different angle. 
“The cost of life on earth: companies, 
climate change and your money” will 
look at how our personal choices about 
spending and investing money can impact 
on climate change and how we can engage 
with companies through dialogue and 
shareholder action.
    The tone of the contributions is 
upbeat and practical, with a wide 
choice of workshops to meet different 
interests.   For those in a position to 
make or influence investments, there 
is an emphasis on positive investment 
options and how to construct an ethical 
investment portfolio. Workshops on 
shareholder action will build on the 
experience of the conference organisers, 
the Ecumenical Council for Corporate 
Responsibility (ECCR), who have a great 
track record in holding major companies 

to account. And the recent impetus in this 
diocese towards disinvestment from fossil 
fuels will be reflected in a consideration 
of issues related to alternative energy 
sources.
    ECCR is a church-based investor 
coalition and there is a theological thread 
running throughout the conference, which 
is to be chaired by Bishop Michael Doe. A 
different faith perspective will be offered 
in a session on Sharia compliance and its 
relationship to investment.
   The conference begins on the evening 
of Friday 27 February with a dinner at St 
Hugh’s College, Oxford with two keynote 
speakers Sir Mark Moody Stuart, author 
of Responsible Leadership: Lessons From the 
Front Line of Sustainability and Ethics and 
Tessa Tennant, founder of Our Voices, 
which is mobilising faith communities 
around climate change. It continues on 
Saturday 28 February at Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church with workshops and a 
panel of speakers including Paul Valentin 
(International Director at Christian Aid) 
and Barbara Hayes (former chair of ECCR 
Oxford). 
   The cost of the conference plus dinner 
is £30 (£20 student); Saturday only: 
£20 (£15 student). For further details 
email:   eccroxfordgroup@hotmail.
com or book tickets at  https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/the-cost-of-lifeon-
earth-tickets-13816147469

News

Congratulations to the winners of 
our competition in the December 
issue of the Door. Mrs Cope from West 
Wycombe; Mr Allen from Banbury and 
George Knight from Headington have 
all won a copy of The Journey by  
Bishop John. 

Competition Winners

Family fun in Drayton

CHRIS Matthewman demonstrates how to dance like a surfer during a fast-paced, 
fun-fuelled family service at Drayton Community School. 
   The first celebration of its kind saw families flock to the school. The service 
began with a messy-church style sheep making craft session and continued with 
teaching from event organiser, The Revd Rebecca Peters, Priest-in-Charge of St 
Peter’s, Drayton. 
   Rebecca and her team arranged the event, with the support of Chris, the youth 
worker from the Peachcroft Christian Centre in Abingdon and his team, including  
his puppets. Rebecca shared the Christian message and the audience were 
encouraged to dance and get involved in the show.   

Advent artwork in Littlemore

Flocking to a tree festival

Nearly 3,000 visitors enjoyed this year’s Christmas Tree Festival at St Mary’s Church 
in Twyford.  As well as 70 trees on display from local organizations there was 
a variety of entertainment which included Waltham St.Lawrence Silver Band, 
Berkshire Recorder Consort, Twyford and Ruscombe Theatre Group and magician 
Mark Shortland.
    Paul Bromley, who organized the event with his wife Pam, said “the number 
of visitors was up this year so we were happy with that. The entertainment was 
great and Mark the magician was amazing. Everybody thoroughly enjoyed his 
performance.” 
    Exhibitors and visitors supplied a wide range of foodstuffs during the festival. 
This will be donated to the Reading based charity Readifood, which delivers 
around 100 emergency food parcels each week to families and individuals 
throughout the local area. 

£15m roofs scheme
THE Chancellor has announced a special 
£15 million fund for the repair of roofs and 
rainwater goods on listed church buildings. 
This new fund is a one-off scheme, which 
has the potential to make a significant 
difference, especially for parishes in financial 
need facing urgent repairs. For more 
information see www.lpowroof.org.uk or 
www.oxford.anglican.org/roofrepairs.

CONTEMPORARY images painted by Tom 
Bower have been on display throughout 
advent at St Mary and St Nicholas Church in 
Littlemore, Oxford.
   The four paintings were created by Tom in 
response to four advent meditations written 
by church warden, Wendy Blagden. Right is 
Tom’s image of Mary, which he describes as  
portraying the mother of Christ as pregnant, 
unmarried and brave because of people’s 
reactions to her. He has also portrayed Jesus as 
a refugee baby, wrapped in a UN Refugee agency 
blanket and two images in response to the carol 
In the Bleak Midwinter and the hymn All Are 
Welcome. To see the rest of the images and read 
the meditations go to www.oxford.anglican.org/
advent

Bishop Humphrey is 
coming to Cuddesdon

THE Rt Rd Humphrey Southern, suffragan 
Bishop of Repton in the Diocese of Derby, 
has been appointed Principal of Ripon 
College Cuddesdon.    
   Bishop Humphrey says: “I am both 
honoured and humbled to be invited to 
be Principal of Ripon College Cuddesdon 
at such a pivotal moment in the history 
of the College and the Church. This is a 
time of great opportunity for the Church 
of England as we are challenged to grow 
in faithfulness, service and witness to our 
nation and communities, in numbers and 
confidence, and above all in the life of prayer 
and worship.“
 For more on Bishop Humphrey see www.
oxford.anglican.org/principal

Christmas Starts with 
Christ in MK
CHURCHES in Milton Keynes have 
clubbed together to raise thousands of 
pounds for a national campaign to keep 
Christ in Christmas.
 The Revd Tim Norwood, Area Dean of 
Milton Keynes, says the ecumenical group 
of churches in the city has collectively 
raised £4,000 for the national campaign. 
“Some of that will go towards their Easter 
campaign,” says Tim, who has ben working 
with the national Church Ads group as 
well as placing radio advertising locally. 
   As the Door was going to press a 
YouTube video by the Christmas Starts 
with Christ campaign was due to go viral, 
in a bid to challenge the consumerist 
message of supermarkets and chain store 
in their various television advertising. 
   The Christmas Starts with Christ viral 
ad shows  a modern couple sitting in their 
living room watching their newly-born 
baby in a cot– it’s their first Christmas as a 
family. The fire is lit, the tree has presents 
under it and in the background we hear 
the music of ‘The Power of Love’. Slowly 
the family are pulled back to the very first 
Christmas. As the ad ends, the baby Jesus 
does something that has never been done 
before in any ad. He giggles.
   The video can be seen at www.
christmasstarts.com
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IT is not every day that a camel joins 
a class of school children. But in 
the run up to Christmas, Kokoso 
the Dromedary camel dropped in to  

Burchetts Green C of E Primary School to 
meet children to literally bring the nativity 
story alive. 
   Children were excited as the hump-
backed creature arrived in a vehicle the 
size of a coach. Villagers of all ages were 
invited to meet the camel and cars and 
tractors stopped to take pictures when 
they spotted Kokoso. 

“It is so lovely to see a big 
animal up close.”

   Headteacher, Delia Sheppard, said: 
“Traditionally the camel is included 
in the Nativity story as transport for the 
wise men as they journey to Bethlehem in 
search of a new king. Like the many stories 
of journeys in world religions, including 
the Islam ‘Hajj’ which the children studied 
last term, the journey of the wise men 
allows the children to reflect on the 
concept that we are all on life’s journey.”
   The owners told the children the nativity 
story, explaining how people used to travel 
on camels and talked a bit about camel 
biology. “They were given the chance to 
pet and stroke him if they wanted to,” said 
Delia. It was a really exciting day and it had 
a real impact on the community. It is so 
lovely to see a big animal up close. 
   We told the Village Association and 

people from the community came along. 
We had children who aren’t yet old enough 
for school visiting too.
   “One child asked whether camels spit 
and Kokoso’s owner said that they only 
spit if they are not treated well. He assured 
the children that Kokoso never spits.”
   Dromedary or Arabian camels are pack 
animals that have been domesticated for 
more than 3,500 years. They are known for 
having just one hump, but that hump can 
store up to 36kgs of fat that can be turned 
into energy and water in desert conditions.  
While they can go for long periods of time 
without eating or drinking, they can drink 
30 gallons of water in 13 minutes.They can 
carry heavy loads for up to 25 miles a day. 

The eHarmony camel
Television veiwers may recognise Kokoso 
from the eHarmony advert in which a 
man sits on a sofa with his ‘suitable’ 
online dating match - a camel. He is from 
Joseph’s Amazing Camels, a company that 
specialises in camels, arranging Three 
King performances at Christmas, as well 
as providing camels for television shows, 
special events and sports activities.

News
One to watch: On Angel Wings
ON Angel Wings is an 
animated retelling of 
the Nativity suitable for 
the whole family, to be 
broadcast on BBC 1 at 
4.20pm on Christmas Eve. 
(And on BBC iplayer for the 
whole of the Christmas 
period.)
   The book is by author, 
Michael Morpurgo, 
who visited pupils at 
Checkendon CE Primary 
School in the summer 
after they won a national 
competition to celebrate 
his 70th birthday. It is a 
re-telling of the Christmas 
story seen from the eyes of a 
young shepherd tending his 
flock.    
   The book is also being used as the basis for a concert of the Christmas story, which 
was set to take place on Saturday 20 December, at St Luke’s Church, Chelsea, London, 
in aid of Farms for City Children (www.farmsforcitychildren.org). The concert is kindly 
sponsored by Cameron House School. The concert featured Michael Morpurgo as the 
Storyteller and Juliet Stevenson as the voice of the shepherds and the Angel Gabriel. 
For more see www.onangelwings.co.uk

Win a book
To celebrate the festive period the Door has three copies of the On Angel Wings 
book to give away to three lucky winners. For the chance to win simply answer the 
following question: which school in the Oxford Diocese did Michael Morpurgo visit 
this year. Send your answers to: On Angel Wings competition, Diocesan Church 
House, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The deadline for entries is Friday 9 January. 

Congratulations to Kerry
CONGRATULATIONS to Kerry Kipping, a member of 
St Andrew’s, Cippenham, in Slough, who has won 
the Slough Volunteer of the Year Award.
Alongside her paid work for Sure Start the mother-
of-four and grandmother-of-two also volunteers 
for the organisation, as well her job in doing 
administration for her church and her family 
commitments. Kerry is a PCC member, a trustee 
of Cippenham Shared Church Trust, the church 
safeguarding offier and types the weekly pewsheet. 
She is also a volunteer with the St Andrew’s 
parent and toddler group Poppets and  works as a 
childminder.
Speaking to the Door as she was beginning to plan 
Christmas with her family, Kerry said: “It was an 
honour to be nominated for this and fantastic to 
win. I know there are so many other amazing people 
who give a lot of their time volunteering.”

Fairtrade Fortnight is on the way

A camel came to school

Zara feeds a carrot to Kokoso as Alexander holds the rope. Photo: Mike Swift  www.360swift.com

FROM 23 February to 8 March 2015, 
everyone is invited to join together in 
celebrating the benefits of Fairtrade and 
to help increase awareness and use of 
products that give their producers a fair 
deal. 
    There are three main activities. The 
first is joining in the 10th anniversary of 
the Traidcraft Big Brew. This year all are 
invited to hold an extra-special Big Brew 
event.  We’ll hold a competition for the 
most innovative ideas – see the February 
Door for more information. 
   The second involves thinking about why 
Fairtrade is important to our Christian 
life together, and sharing stories of how 
Fairtrade has made a difference. We can 

help with this: if you’re planning  a special 
service, Fairtrade dinner or fashion 
show and would like ideas or the name 
of someone who can share Christian 
reflections or firsthand stories of Fairtrade 
and what it does, get in touch with the 
World Development Adviser (maranda@
ccow.org.uk, 01235 851763). Finally the 
Fairtrade Foundation is encouraging 
churches  to take the “Stock-It Challenge.” 
We tend to think “Supermarkets are 
stocking Fairtrade now … so the job’s 
done.” But are they? How many Fairtrade 
products do they stock in the branch near 
you? A “Stock-it Challenge poster” will be 
available to help you evaluate what’s there 
and ask for more.

For more on Kokoso and his friends 
visit www.jacamels.co.uk. For more 
photographs of his visit to Burchetts 
Green go to www.oxford.anglican.

org/camel
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COMPASSION UK CHRISTIAN CHILD DEVELOPMENT   
43 High Street, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 8BB  Registered Charity 
No. 1077216   Registered in England No. 3719092

COM100762 

01932 836490

Could you do the same? 
There’s a child like Paola 
waiting for you to  
sponsor them. 

SponSor a child today
www.compassionuk.org

To look at her you wouldn’t know 
that Paola used to go to bed hungry, 
afraid of what tomorrow would bring.

EviE Johnson, from bristol,     
told paola “I’m here for you”
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by Rod Cosh

This book sets out to give the 
reader what he calls an infallible 
history of the Christian Faith.  
Infallible is a difficult word 

because we associate it with definitive, 
unerring flawless.  But by the end of the 
first chapter I realised that the use of the 
word was all part of the joke.
   What Nick Page has written is the story 
of our faith in a ripping yarns format.  It 
is liberally peppered with puns and jokes, 
some of which grow a little thin after a 
while, but most of the time they keep the 
reader on their toes as you scream through 
20 centuries of history.
   It is an infectious read and useful for 
many of us who perhaps are a little vague 
on certain parts of the Christian story. 
It puts into context such things as the 
heresies of the early Church and the 
vicissitudes of the Reformation.
   This is not a book for the professional 
historian, who is likely to cringe at each 
page (or at least the ones they know 
something about). Rather, it is a way of 
introducing this history to those who have 

never studied 
it but would 
like to know 
something 
about how 
we got to this 
point in the 
story.
   Of course, 
in four 
hundred odd 
pages not 
everything 
can be 
mentioned 
and there are 
a few glaring omissions but what it does do 
is keep the reader engrossed and on their 
toes if only to see where the next poor joke 
appears.
   For anyone who was brought up on the 
Horrible Histories series, A Nearly Infallible 
History of Christianity is a fun read.  Nick 
Page sets out to give a whirlwind tour of 
the history of Christianity, which is light 
to the touch and very readable, and he 
succeeds.
   I am sure that St Nicholas will be 
dropping a fair few copies of this infectious 
book down chimneys this Christmas.

   The Revd Rod Cosh is the Area Dean of 
Burnham and Slough.

A Nearly Infallible History of 
Christianity
Hodder and Stoughton £16.99
By Nick Page

by Sally Welch

Exploring God’s Love is a wonderful 
book.  It is a series of Bible 
studies based on St Paul’s 
description of what love is – and 

isn’t – that he sets out in his letter to the 
Corinthians.  It is aimed at adults and 
children, learning together about God’s 
love and how this can be experienced in 
today’s society.  
   The book devotes a chapter to each 
aspect of God’s love; patient, kind, 
trusting, as described by Paul.
   The chapters are further broken 
down into sections using wording from 
Ephesians 3:18: ‘I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love, may have 
power, together with all the Lord’s holy 
people, to grasp how wide and long and high 
and deep is the love of Christ.’ 
   The first sections of each chapter use 
stories from the life of Jesus and the 
early Christians to explore the theme 
and re-examine it from a different angle.  
Yvonne comments on these stories, using 
everyday examples bringing the theme to 
life with her down-to-earth wisdom and 
reflection.  
   Readers are then invited to discuss 

together the 
issues raised, 
using the language 
of wonder and 
imagination to 
help them to 
understand the 
implications 
of God’s love.  
The natural 
consequence of 
this is developed 
in the following 
section ‘how deep’ as the readers are led 
into a process of listening for God’s word.
      The final section gently encourages 
contemplation of the challenges of living 
a Christian life in a secular society.  The 
refrain ‘living in God’s ways means 
we have to love tough, and choose to 
be different’ is used to encourage and 
support an exploration of difficult 
subjects in a safe environment.   
   Shining through every chapter is 
Yvonne’s deep love for, and empathy 
with, children of all ages and levels 
of understanding. Readers will feel 
comforted and encouraged by the homely 
examples and stories.  Laughter and 
joy fill the book but do not undermine 
the seriousness of the challenges of 
Christianity in today’s world, serving to 
flavour learning and understanding with 
the salt of a faithful love.  
   The Revd Sally Welch is the Oxford 
Diocese’s Spirituality Adviser.

Exploring God’s Love in Everyday 
Life
BRF £6.99
By Yvonne Morris

Love always perseveres
When have you done something 
that needed you to persevere, 
even when you felt too tired or 
just unable  to continue? These 
stories show us times when 
people didn’t give up, even in 
the face of difficulties. We will 
explore what this shows us 
about God’s great love.  
 
HOW WIDE 
 
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, Herod 
was king of that land.  Some wise men 
came to Jerusalem after a long journey. 
They asked Herod  ‘Where is the child born 
to be the king of the Jews? We saw his star 
in the east and have come to worship him. 
We thought he would be in your palace.’ 

   Herod was taken aback. Who was this 
baby they spoke of? A new  king? But he 
was the king of the Jews!  Herod could find 
no one else in Jerusalem who could shed 
any light on the matter. This worried him. 
Finally he talked with the chief priests and 
the Jewish teachers. 
‘Where will the Messiah be born?’ he 
asked. ‘In Bethlehem,’ they told him. ‘The 
prophets of old foretold it.’  He secretly 
called the visitors to him. ‘Go to Bethlehem 
and find the child. When you find him, 
send word to me so that I might go and 
worship him too.’ 
   Leaving Jerusalem, the wise men were 
excited about following the star. It led 
them to the place where the child was. 
They went into the house and saw the 
child with his mother. They knelt down 
and worshipped him and presented their 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

      
    All too soon it was time to go home, but 
the wise men had been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, so they began 
their long journey avoiding Jerusalem. 
Retold from Matthew 2: 1-12

HOW LONG 
 
One day the tax collectors and sinners 
were all crowding round, listening to 
Jesus. But the religious teachers started 
grumbling. ‘Why is Jesus friendly with 
these sinners?’ One said. ‘Yes, he even 
shares food with them!’ said another. 
Then Jesus told them some stories.  ‘If 
you have a flock of 100 sheep, and one of 
them gets lost, what will you do? Surely 
you will leave the 99 safely in the field 
and go searching for that sheep. You’ll 
keep looking until you find it. Right? And 
when you find it, you will put it on your 
shoulders and carry it home. Then, in 
your deep joy you will call your friends 
and neighbours and invite them over for a 
celebration. 
   ‘You know, it’s the same in heaven. 
There is more joy when one sinner turns 
to God than over 99 good people.’ 
   Jesus told them another story. ‘If a 
woman has ten silver coins and she 

loses one, what will she  do? Won’t she 
light a lamp and look for the coin? She’ll 
even sweep the floor and keep searching 
carefully until she finds it. Then, when 
it’s found, she will call her friends and 
neighbours and say, “Let’s celebrate! I’ve 
found the coin I lost.”’ Jesus finished, ‘In 
the same way, God’s angels are so happy 
when even one person turns to him.’ 
Retold from Luke 15: 1-10

HOW HIGH 
 
When I found out I’d got a place in the 
2012 London Marathon I was excited on 
one hand and scared on the other. I had 
never run a marathon before. Although I 
knew I could run for about 15 miles and I 
hoped I could keep going for the full 26.2, 
I wasn’t 100 per cent sure. Through the 
winter and early spring, I trained hard. 
On the day, I knew that (barring serious 
injury) I would finish.    
   There are things I remember about the 
day, like passing the Cutty Sark, turning 
on to Tower Bridge, seeing my family in 
the crowd, and hearing the woman on 
the Embankment who shouted, ‘Go on, 
Yvonne, you’re doing great! Nearly there, 
love, nearly there.’ (I didn’t know her, but 
I had my name on my vest.) 
   I also remember Big Ben striking as 
I came past, but after that I have no 
memory of getting to the finish line. In 
fact, when I was in Westminster later in 
the year, I looked around and didn’t know 
what direction I had run in after Big Ben. 
Running the marathon hurt in a way I 
hadn’t experienced before. But I knew I 
could and would get to the end, and the 
fact that I did fills me with pride. I love 
it that God’s love has the perseverance, 
patience and endurance never to give 
up, not to get tired, not to wonder if 

it’s strong enough to finish, and not to 
forget how it got to where it was going! 
Look again at the ‘How wide’ and ‘How 
long’ stories and think about how they 
demonstrate perseverance and endurance.

HOW DEEP 
 
What do you want to say to God about 
‘Love always perseveres’? Tell God what 
you’d like to say. Ask him what you need 
to ask. Be quiet and listen to what God 
wants to say.
   Psalm 27:14 says, ‘Wait for the Lord; be 
strong, and let your heart take courage; 
wait for the Lord!’ (NRSV). 

LOVE TOUGH 
 
Living in God’s ways means that we have 
to ‘love tough’ and choose to be different. 
Talk with God about this and ask him 
how you can ‘love tough’, persevering and 
remembering Romans 8:37–39: 
‘In everything we have won more than a 
victory because of Christ who loves us. I 
am sure that nothing can separate us from 
God’s love—not life or death, not angels or 
spirits, not the present or the future, and not 
powers above or powers below. Nothing in all 
creation can separate us from God’s love for 
us in Christ Jesus our Lord!’
   Above is an edited extract from Yvonne 
Morris’s Exploring God’s Love in Everyday 
Life. (See the review below). Reproduced 
with permission of BRF.  Yvonne Morris is the 
Diocesan Children’s Adviser. 

The Door has three copies of Exploring 
God’s Love in Everyday Life to give 
away.  To enter the draw send your name 
and address to: Exploring God draw, the 
Door, Diocesan Church House, Oxford, 
OX2 0NB. The closing date is 9 January.
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FOR an ex-Rover apprentice 
who gave up an engineering 
career to become a priest, 
starting work in the Chaplaincy 
at Woodhill Prison in Milton 
Keynes felt like returning to the 
shop floor.

The Revd Alan Hodgetts has 
now been at Woodhill nine 
years, looking after the needs of 
prisoners. His story begins when 

he was baptised as a child, but his parents 
were not church goers.  He had no church 
experience until his wife Sue decided she 
wanted to be confirmed so they would not 
be hypocritical when they got married in 
church.
   “She was confirmed on St Valentine’s 
Day and we were married the Saturday 
after,” says Alan, who had a conversion 
experience over that period of time. “It 
was a Damascus Road experience. I was 
confirmed the same year and began to have 
a sense of vocation around that time. It 
was a mystical experience. It was an odd 
image in a church with a Gothic arch, I can 
still see it now. I was in a darkened building 
and light was shining through the doors. I 
knelt in front of this amazing light. I then 
began to try and work out what that could 
possibly mean.  I shared with the Rector of 
the parish that God might be calling me to 
ordained ministry.”
   That calling was confirmed and Alan, 
who by then had a young family, studied 
at St Stephen’s House in Oxford.  “My 
parents thought I was giving everything 
up in industry. I had an engineering degree 
and I was going off to study theology at St 
Stephen’s,” says Alan, who completed two 
curacies, one in Birmingham and one in 
Hereford, before becoming the incumbent 
at Effingham with Little Bookham in 
Guildford and later St John’s, Merrow. 
There he trained other ministers, including 
Lay Readers and two curates. 
   But he eventually got what he describes 
as itchy feet spiritually. “I went through a 
process of discernment, this time nothing 
to do with visions and mystical gothic 
arches. I trained as a spiritual director and 
that was a ministry I really enjoyed. I was 
trained in the Ignatian tradition,” says 
Alan, who remembers a spirituality training 
day on praying not to be deaf to the ‘call 
of the king’. “That was my prayer,” says 
Alan, who was pushing various doors to see 
which would open.  “I had these successful 
incumbencies but also a sense of where else 
God might be calling me,” he says. 
   Alan’s first experience with offenders was 
when prisoners from HM Prison Send were 
doing day-release work in his churchyard. 
The rehabilitation officer from Send, 
which had later become a women’s prison, 
invited him in, looking for work experience 
opportunities for prisoners.  Around that 
time, shortly before the Feast of Christ the 
King, Alan was inspired by the Gospel of the 
Day: ‘I was in prison and you came to see 
me.’
   This was closely followed by picking up 
the Church Times and spotting an advert for 
a prison chaplain while on a parish retreat.  
He knew he must apply and when he was 

accepted, he was eventually placed at HMP 
Woodhill. He’s been there since 2006. 
   “As you work in the prison it changes 
around you. Symbolically the chapel is in 
the centre of the campus and the changes 
feel as though they are taking place around 
you,” says Alan, who is also a Benedictine 
oblate, a calling which involves vows of 
stability, obedience and conversion of life.

“...his cell nurtured his 
relationship with God....”

   “Although Ignatian spirituality is very 
important to me those three promises of 
stability are key to what makes me tick 
and why I am still at Woodhill. The prison 
changes, the population changes but 
prisons need a place of stability and the 
chaplaincy can offer that.”
   And how does a small chaplaincy even 
begin to meet the needs of over 800 
prisoners, some of them convicted of 
offences related to extreme violence. 
   “Our role as a prison is to protect the 
public. The inmates normally progress 
through the categories towards release. 
Some of the men in here are the most 
dangerous prisoners. A white van with a 
police escort usually indicates the presence 
of someone who presents the most 
danger to the public,” he says.   “It’s about 
discerning what ought to be done and what 
ought not to be done,” says Alan. “It’s about 
encouraging independent living. I met with 
an ex-offender last week. He’d served an 18 
year sentence and what he said echoed what 
one of the early desert fathers said, that his 
cell taught him everything. This offender 
said that his cell nurtured his relationship 
with God and it was a sustaining 
relationship that gave him purpose and life.
   “The biggest challenge is to encourage 
people to be more dependent on God than 
on his servants. I don’t have a chaplain. If I 
want help with something I turn to God.”
   Alan quotes James 1:2-4 as a verse that is 
central to the work of a prison chaplain:
   “My brothers, you will always have your trials 
but, when they come, try to treat them as a 
happy privilege; you understand that your faith 

is only put to the test to make you patient, but 
patience too is to have its practical results so 
that you will become fully-developed, complete, 
with nothing missing.”
   He also cites the Parable of the Talents 
which was the Gospel for Prisons Sunday. 
It is a story in which Jesus encourages 
listeners to do the best with the gifts they 
have been given.     
   “The guys here don’t appreciate the 
potential they have for good. Helping 
them to realise that potential is what I’m 
about,” he says. Alan’s work includes liaising 
with organisations that help inmates to 
strengthen bonds with their families (50 
per cent of male offenders have a dependant 
under 18) and the New Leaf mentoring 
scheme, that helps newly released ex-
offenders rebuild their lives on the outside.

“The biggest challenge is 
to encourage people to be 
more dependent on God 
than on his servants.”

   “We try and help the community see that 
ex-offenders don’t have horns and forked 
tails. They are guys who suffer, whose 
partners get cancer, have miscarriages and 
who send presents to their own children 
while they are in here,” says Alan, who adds 
that many sons of offenders often go on to 
commit crimes themselves.
   “If people can see offenders as human 
beings, as someone’s son, brother, or 
father that might start to change their 
perceptions. It’s a case of ‘there but by the 
grace of God go I’ and in some of their lives 
God’s grace has an awful lot to do to change 
them,” says Alan. “Chaplaincy is about 
creating order out of chaos.”
   Alan is married to Sue and has three 
children who all have partners, and three 
(soon to be four) grandchildren. Alan and 
Sue are looking forward to their Ruby 
wedding anniversary and celebrating it 
with their now growing family in 2016 – 
which is also the Ruby Anniversary of his 
and Sue’s commitment to Christ.

FOR prisoners, Christmas can be a lonely time, isolated from family and friends. The Door reports on how 
Christians are helping, over the festive period and beyond. 

Christmas visit to Bullingdon

“I was in prison and you came to see me...”

Alan Hodgetts (centre) with representatives of All Saints, Milton Keynes 
and the 14th Century Font (see the story right).   Photo Jo Duckles. 
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Huge snowy owls are not exactly 
what you expect to meet as you 
clear security and walk into the 

garden area, behind the high fences and 
below the security wires at HMP Woodhill 
near Milton Keynes.
   But an idyllic garden area with separate 
areas representing different faith groups 
has been developed and the owls look 
out of huge enclosures, keeping an eye on 
staff and prisoners as they go about their 
daily routine. Muslim, pagan and Christian 
areas, as well as sheds and the spacious 
birds-of-prey enclosures were built by 
prisoners under the watchful eye of the 
staff gardeners and chaplaincy team.
   The Revd Alan Hodgetts heads up the 
multi-faith chaplaincy team that sees 
around 50 men at both the Catholic Mass 
and the Anglican Eucharist every Sunday 
in the modern chapel. The building, at the 

heart of the prison, also has 
ample space provided in 
an adjacent hall for Friday 
prayers for Muslims, and 
the other minority faith 
chaplains ensure there is 
plenty of spiritual provision 
for prisoners of all faiths 
and none.
   I visited Woodhill with 
a group from All Saints, 
Milton Keynes, a 14th 
Century Grade 1 listed 
church at the start of the 
winter. The congregation 
has donated a font from the church, which 
has now been installed in the garden.
   Alan says:  “The font from the old Milton 
Keynes Village is a symbol of bridging the 
gap between the inside and outside.  A 
good example of what is already taking 

place is the New Leaf mentoring scheme 
in the area, who mentor men serving 12 
months or less in their days following 
release. They often have chaotic lives and 
might not know what’s out there and 
mentors help them pick up the reins and 
regain independence.” 

Christmas visit to Bullingdon
by Colin Fletcher

When I arrived here as the Bishop 
of Dorchester 14 years ago I 
found that my predecessor had 

established a pattern for Christmas Day 
Morning – and it’s one that I haven’t 
changed since.
   So, later in the morning I will be 
at Katharine House Hospice for a 
Communion Service.  Usually there will be 
very few of us there but I always remind 
myself of Jesus’s promise that where two 
or three are gathered in his name, there 
he is in the midst of us, and that’s what I 
discover time and again.
   Many more than that come to the earlier 
service in Bullingdon Prison, near Bicester 
in Oxfordshire.  I get there about an hour 
before the service starts (though the exact 
timings are usually a bit flexible) and the 
Chaplain, Andrew Foran, and I go and visit 
the Health Centre.  The service itself is 
held in the Chapel and we usually have a 
 

 
good crowd there. No doubt some come 
just to get off their wings but for many 
Christmas Day is special, and they want to 
mark it as such. 
    Emotions can also be pretty raw for 
those separated from their families and, 
perhaps, their children, for the first time.
The staff too do what they can to make it 
special but, at the end of the day, a prison 
is a prison and no lapses in security can 
be allowed. So it’s always a strange feeling 
when I walk out after a couple of hours, 
free to go where I want, leaving the locked 
doors behind me, and knowing that 
my family is busily preparing our lunch 
together – far away from the constraints 
of prison life in Bullingdon. 
 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the Bishop 
of Dorchester and the Acting Bishop of 
Oxford. 

Snowy owls and a 14th Century font

Prison Fellowship runs a programme 
called Angel Tree in which presents 
are sent to the children of offenders 
on behalf of their parent in prison. 

This year the Oxford Prison Fellowship 
group has bought, wrapped and sent over 
100 presents to the children of offenders at 
Bullingdon prison, near Bicester. 
   Several churches have given generous 
donations and Toys R Us has been very 
helpful. These presents provide a link 
between the offenders and their children; 
and can even strengthen vital family 
bonds that contribute to a reduction in 
reoffending behaviour.
   Angel Tree also supports offenders 
during Mother’s Day by enabling them to 
send their mothers or female guardian a 
personally written card and gift voucher on 
Mothering Sunday.  
   Here’s just one story of its impact:  A 
prisoner said his Mum had written to him 
asking if she could visit. He had not heard 
from her in 2 years.  
   He said “I think it’s because of that card.” 

Overall all the lads found it hard to believe 
strangers could care that much for them to 
arrange this.”      
   To support Angel Tree (each mother’s 
day gift card costs £8, including postage) 
donate by post to ATMA15, Prison 
Fellowship, PO Box 68226, London 

SW1P 9WR; or at the link below and don’t 
forget to include the reference: ATMD15 
www.justgiving.com/PFAT.   
If you are interested in volunteering see  
www.prisonfellowship.org.uk or call 
0207 7992500. 

Angel Tree: sending gifts home to the kids

“I was in prison and you came to see me...”

The font in position at HMP Woodhill. Photo Jo Duckles. 
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ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

If you, or someone you know 
would like more information about  

Gilead or would like to make an 
application, please contact:  

Laura Alm  
Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 

Offering a residential rehabilitation programme, called KEY, 
for people with life-controlling addictions, such as drug 
or alcohol abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating disorders, 
self harm, and other  
addictive behaviours. 

Based on a 300 acre  
dairy farm in rural 
Devon, Gilead uses the 
Genesis Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 
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Managed by not for profit charitable Trust, The Orders of St John Care Trust - Registered Charity No. 1048355

Find a care home where
you can be yourself

Living with The Orders of St John Care Trust gives you the chance to enjoy the
things you love - while leaving us take care of you.

Our homes have been given the highest compliance rating by the
Care Quality Commission of all the ten large care providers in the UK.

That's quite an achievement and means you're in safe hands.

Join us for tea, coffee, cake and a look around.

To arrange an appointment to visit any of our homes, when
staff will be on hand to answer your questions and show you around,

please email: enquiries@osjct.co.uk or call 0800 988 8133

We have homes across
Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and Lincolnshire.
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‘The Pilgrim course is a journey 
to the heart of God and to a 
living, personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ.’
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York

A COURSE FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNEY
STEPHEN COTTRELL STEVEN CROFT ROBERT ATWELLPAULA GOODER

Find out more at www.pilgrimcourse.org

Pilgrim has helped thousands of 
enquirers explore the basics of 
the Christian faith. Now you can 
help your small group develop a 
deeper level of discipleship with 
the Pilgrim Grow Stage.

Choose from The Creeds,  
The Eucharist, The Bible, or 
Church and Kingdom. Each one  
is ideal for Lent or for small 
groups at any time of year.
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Trinity Term 2012 
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Regent’s Park College 

 

 

Religion, Law and International Relations Programme, in association with 
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24 April Against Human Rights 
Professor John Milbank, Professor in Religion, Politics and Ethics, University of Nottingham 

 
1 May  Religious Liberty from Trent to Vatican II 

Professor Thomas Pink, Professor of Philosophy, King’s College, London 
 
8 May  Faith on Fire: God and the Sam Sharpe Revolt 

Dr Delroy Reid Salmon, Visiting Fellow OCCC, Regent’s Park College 
 
15 May Law and Gospel: On the Duty to Order the World 
  Dr Esther Reed, Head of Theology and Religion, University of Exeter 
 
22 May Law, Religion & Public Reasoning 
  Dr Jonathan Chaplin, Director, Kirby Laing Institute for Christian Ethics, Cambridge 
 
29 May Numbers and Lines: Metaphysics and the problem of international order 

Dr Catherine Pickstock, Reader in Philosophy and Theology and Fellow of Emmanuel 
College, University of Cambridge 

 
Thursday 7 June Canon Law as an International Legal Framework for a Global Church 

Dr Robert Ombres OP, Lecturer in Canon Law, Blackfriars, Oxford and Former Procurator 
General of the Dominican Order 

 
12 June Two Way Translation: A Test Case for Religious Intervention in Public Life 

Professor Jeremy Waldron, Chichele Professor of Social and Political Theory and  
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford 
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20th Anniversary Year 2014-2015

Public Lectures 
Religious Diversity and Freedom

(Convenors: Dr Robin Gibbons & Prof Roger Trigg)
20 January Some like it hot: towards a Pentecostal-Wahhabi Inter-faith 

Engagement?
Dr Richard McCallum, Centre for Muslim-Christian Studies, Oxford

27 January Finding a Voice on Radio and Television
Canon Angela Tilby, Christ Church, Oxford

3 February International Law and the Freedom of Religion: Promoting 
Diversity, Producing Division?  
Prof Malcolm Evans OBE, Professor of Public International Law 
University of Bristol

10 February Religious Freedom and the European Union: stumbling and 
falling?
Dr Sean-Oliver Dee, Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture

17 February What Religion can teach Foreign Policy
Francis Campbell, Vice-Chancellor, St Mary’s University, Twickenham

24 February  Middle Eastern Christians in the UK: Narratives on Identity, 
Integration and Transnational Ties
Dr Fiona McCallum, School of International Relations, University of St 
Andrews

3 March Religious Freedom Advocacy in the 21st century: challenges and 
opportunities
David Taylor, Chair, Christian Solidarity Worldwide

10 March Eastern Catholic Perspectives on Religious Freedom in the Middle 
East and Turkey
Anthony O’Mahony, Director for the Centre for Eastern Christianity 
Heythrop College, University of London

Wednesday 11 March 2.30-6.00pm Symposium and Book Launch: 
Religious Diversity: Philosophical and Political Dimensions (CUP 2014) by Professor Roger Trigg

Symposium Contributors: Professors Gavin Flood, Werner Jeanrond and Keith Ward

5.00 pm
Regent’s Park College
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My Story – Kate Spedding
A lack of self-worth combined with teenage experimentation with ‘so�  drugs’ 
led Kate Spedding into addiction, alcoholism and suicide attempts, before God 
transformed her life through a di�  cult rehab process at Gilead. This is her story …

I’m 38 years old now, and I 
grew up with loving parents. Our 
family life wasn’t perfect, but nor 
are most to be honest and most 
people don’t end up doing the 
things I did.

I always felt that I wasn’t 
good enough, and wanted 
whatever other people had. 
When my schoolfriends and I 
experimented with cannabis 
and ‘party drugs’ I got hooked. 
They le�  it behind, but I always 
wanted more. The drugs helped 
me escape, and to feel good 
about myself, to start with.

I moved in with my boyfriend 
when I was 17 and got deeper 
into the party scene. Then my 
brother died when I was 19, 
and the next day I drank until I 
blacked out, for the � rst time.

I began to self harm when I 
was 20. I cut myself very deeply, 
to say to my doctor and others 
“I need help and I’ll make you 
believe me”. The cuts were so 
bad I was o� en hospitalised. 
Over the next few years, I tried 
drug treatment and rehab, but 

my addiction grew worse.
I married my boyfriend in 2003, we had 

our baby, Isobel, but she had to live with 
my parents due to my lifestyle. Then, in 
2007, my husband died on drugs. Life was 
bleak.

My parents ‘accidentally’ met one of 
the trustees of Gilead, near their holiday 
home. They poured out their hearts to 
him, and he helped me to get into Gilead 
(which was a long process because I 
refused at � rst).

Gilead was di� erent to other rehabs. I 
asked ‘why is everyone so nice and happy 
here?’ I found God quite quickly and 
made a commitment to him at a church 
conference. He began to heal the deep 
wounds in my soul; one of the biggest 
things he did was made me realise I did 
not need to punish myself, especially for 
my husband’s death.

The Genesis relapse prevention process 
at Gilead dealt with a lot of false beliefs I 
had, such as ‘I’m not good enough’, and a 
lot of delusions about what other people 
thought of me. These things were at 
the root of my addictive behaviour and I 
began to get free.

But I made a big mistake. I met Gary 
at Gilead, and he became a bit of an 
idol for me. We thought we were ready 
to leave, against advice, and we moved 
out of Gilead. I was doing voluntary 
work, but I was still broken inside, and 
a� er two miscarriages, a slide back into 

alcohol and Gary using drugs too, I made 
a serious suicide attempt, but was found 
and hospitalised.

The same trustee who had helped 
me get into Gilead originally, supported 
me and Gary and asked Ian and Bron 
if we could return. Many people were 
against it, but their unconditional love 
made a way for us. This time, I totally 
surrendered and did all that was asked of 
me. I became grateful instead of moaning 
about the programme, and in that frame 
of mind God was able to help me mature 
in character as well as � nd healing.

Gary has his own story, but he is totally 
transformed too – he’s a man full of love 
instead of a cold heart. All I can say is I 
have a warm glow inside even just telling 
my story. A� er two years we went on 
sta�  at Gilead, and a year later we moved 
into our own home, found a good local 
church, Gary has a steady job and we 
are married with a one year old daughter. 
We’re working towards having Isobel 
back with us permanently too.

God is making a way for us this time, 
last time we tried to make our own way. 
I’m completing a counselling course and 
Gary has a desire to work in prisons, 
where we can give back what we’ve 
received. The biggest impression I have of 
Gilead is unconditional love and support, 
pastoral care, and grace which chooses 
to not remember the past, and to help us 
face the future, healed and matured.

working in collaboration with
RISDON ENTERPRISES CIC

01837 851240 
www.gilead.org.uk

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other)   

First Name     Surname

Address

      Postcode

Organisation / company (if applicable)

Telephone Number

Email

I enclose a one-off gift of £
Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations

I would like to become a Partner
Please fill in this form

Name

Name of your bank

Bank address

   Postcode

Account No.            Sort Code

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £
from my account on (dd/mm/yy)        /        /      
Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY

Signed   Date

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD

Becoming a Partner: Giving £20 a month or an amount of 
your choosing will help us develop sustainable income for 
successful rehabilitation. If you want to discuss monthly 
giving please contact Carole Harris on 01837 851240
Making a larger donation: Alternatively, a one-off gift 
donation would also be a great help. If you would like to 
discuss a larger donation please contact Chris Cole 
(Trustee) on 07957 433973.
To help us correctly allocate your gift, please record your 
name and contact details using the form below. You can 
also donate online at www.gilead.org.uk. Thank you.

I am a UK taxpayer and I agree to Gilead Foundations 
Charity (GFC) claiming tax on all past, present and future 
donations I make to the charity. Please treat my donations 
as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am paying or will pay 
an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to 
cover the amount GFC and any other charities or 
Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) will reclaim for 
the tax year (6 April one year to 5 April the next year). 
Council Tax and VAT do not qualify towards Gift Aid. GFC 
will reclaim 25 pence of tax for every £1 that has been 
given.

Signed    Date

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ

DIO1214

Relapse prevention counselling 
- The key to successful recovery

Gilead Foundations Charity was 
established in 1991, for people su� ering 
with compulsive behaviours such as 
drug and alcohol addictions. Hundreds 
of service users have completed the 
programme, with at least 85% living a 
successful recovery lifestyle, measured 
two years a� er they have completed the 
programme.

Gilead unlocks people from addictive 
lifestyles and releases them into their 
true potential, in an extended family 
environment. Our experience has shown 
that rehabilitation and training need 
to go hand in hand. Training includes 
numeracy and literacy, working with 
agricultural machinery, administration, 
food preparation, building & maintenance, 
animal husbandry, general farm work, 
tractor driving and gardening. 

The key to successful recovery is the 
‘Genesis Process’ relapse prevention 
counselling, which deals with the root 
issues of addictive behaviour and gives 
people tools they need to live free from 
their addictions. Kate’s story on these 
pages is a good example.

We see the miracles of transformed 
lives every day, in our work with the 
hurting and broken people that we are 
privileged to serve. Our farming activities 
generate sustainable income to help meet 
the costs of rehabilitation. But without 
the ongoing � nancial and prayer support 
of our Partners we would � nd it hard to 
continue.

We recently secured a £10,000 grant 
towards the cost of a major IT overhaul. 
All of our computers and so� ware are 
out of date and frustrating to work with 
– like any ministry we rely on IT so much 
and we have been planning essential 
improvements for months. The cost of 
the project is £18,000, and with the � rst 
£10,000 secured we are well underway – 
could you help with a donation towards 
the remaining £8,000?

Gilead is also looking for partners to 
donate to our funds to meet the costs 
of rehabilitation. Can you be one of our 
growing number of partners? By giving 
� nancially each month, you can be part 
of unlocking people and releasing them 
into their God-given potential. Please 
complete the reply form on this page, or 
contact us on 01837 851240, email carole.
harris@gilead.org.uk, or visit www.gilead.
org.uk. Thank you.

Calf feeding at the Gilead Farm
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Fuelling justice
by Alison Webster

The first frosts have 
bitten – with beautiful 
sunrises to match. 
Autumn and winter can 

be glorious, but for those in fuel 
poverty, it signals the beginning 
of months of anxiety, ill-health 
and misery.
   Fuel poverty is not an abstract issue. It’s a matter of life 
and death. In the freezing weather of 2012, 31,000 people 
in the UK died unnecessarily – 10,000 of those deaths 
were due to cold homes.  Living in a cold home affects 
children’s educational attainment, emotional wellbeing, 
and resilience. In adults, it is associated with elevated 
levels of heart attacks and strokes; it exacerbates colds 
and flu, rheumatism and arthritis, and severely undercuts 
mental health. 

   “Fuel poverty is not an abstract 
issue. It’s a matter of life and death.”

   Social isolation is increased (inviting friends back to your 
cold home is difficult), and elderly people are particularly 
vulnerable. It’s not a small problem either:  almost four 
million households in the UK are officially classed as being 
in fuel poverty. For increasing numbers the choice this 
winter will be to ‘heat or eat’.  The situation is particularly 
acute for the 7.6 million energy customers ( 16 per cent 
of the total) that have a prepayment meter  (‘PPM’), 
for which the price per unit outstrips that enjoyed by 
wealthier customers. 
   In November  we held our fourth diocesan Justice 
Forum to share ideas about how to respond to fuel 
poverty. Entitled ‘Heat or Eat’ we heard from the national 
campaigning body Church Action on Poverty; from local 
authority representatives, and from other advisory 
organisations such as Citizens Advice and Oxford’s 
Consumer Empowerment Partnership.

“...we inspired one another to make 
our churches warm places...”

    We explored:  who is affected by fuel poverty in our own 
communities? What more should Government and the 
energy companies be doing to tackle it? What practical 
support is available to people to help reduce their bills, or 
to help with energy efficiency measures? We also heard 
stories of imaginative local initiatives. For instance, the 
tiny village church in Oxfordshire that distributes  Winter 
Warmth parcels to vulnerable local people at Christmas, 
including (amongst other thoughtfully produced hand-
made items) a £40 cash component; Oxfordshire Rural 
Community Council’s bulk fuel-buying scheme that 
address high fuel prices in rural areas, whilst also keeping 
a friendly eye out for those who are vulnerable;  the not-
for-profit energy company, Ebico,  that works to combat 
fuel poverty through its imaginative pricing structure. 
And we heard about the ‘Fair pay for pre pay’ campaign 
(www.citizensadvice.org.uk/index/campaigns/current_
campaigns/fairprepay.htm).
   In short, we inspired one another to make our churches 
warm places and spaces of welcome this winter, in our 
currently frigid and punishing context of austerity. 
Alison Webster is the Social Responsibility Adviser for 
the Diocese of Oxford.

Sue Morton continues her 
series on the life of a curate.

There are times when I have 
appreciated the distance 
between the communion 
table and the congregation.  

It has meant that the newly priested 
curate can generally get to grips with 
wine, wafers, water, purificators, 
corporals, palls and the like.  In small 
country churches having a deacon 
to serve at communion is usually a 
luxury, so you can often be flying 
completely solo with only a little 
experience in the cockpit.
   On the other hand, in tiny country 
churches you may only have a small 
number of communicants so it’s a 
great place to spread your wings.
   Christmas Day - and my first as a 
priest - was a completely different 
scenario; there were congregations 
of up to 70 people in each of the two 
churches where I was taking services.    
I threw caution to the wind and 
consecrated abundant numbers of 
wafers and copious amounts of wine.  
   I was busy concentrating on what I 
was doing, as row upon row came to 
kneel at the altar rail to receive wafers 
or blessings, when God surprised 
me.  It was the hands of a great-
grandmother that did it.  They were 
gnarled old hands, with love and care 
and sorrow and pain etched in lines; 
skin as thin as a wafer. Once I had 
noticed them – really noticed them – I 
had trouble getting out the words ‘the 
body of Christ’.   
   More and more hands came:  young 

plump hands, soft and full of joy;  
manicured pampered hands that 
have been cosseted; large scarred 
hands that have suffered - just as the 
Christ child’s hands will be scarred 
and suffer.  They came, line after line, 
waiting, longing, searching.  God was 
so very present in the wafers and the 
wine.

“One young member 
of the Body of Christ 
had said it all.”

   Then onwards across the Valley 
on a beautiful bright crisp morning, 
watching deer cross the road ahead 
of me and not another car in sight; 
I drove to the next church to begin 
again.
   Once more I had rows and rows of 
communicants and those coming 
for a blessing and I was managing 
perfectly well - not getting overcome 
by the hands held out - until a little 

girl knelt before me.  I blessed her.  
She gave me the most beautiful smile 
and said: ‘Happy Christmas!’  It was 
so simple and yet it was what it was 
all about.  My eyes filled up and once 
again the words that can so easily trip 
off the tongue – ‘the body of Christ’ 
– caught in my throat.  One young 
member of the body of Christ had 
said it all.
   Following these moving moments 
I was again presiding at a small 
communion service when I was in for 
another surprise.  At this particular 
church the wine is always on the 
right on the old stone credence 
shelf but, with both identical cruets 
being made of very attractive 
pottery and being not the slightest 
bit transparent, it was an accident 
waiting to happen.  For some reason 
this time  I held on to the right hand 
cruet and proceeded to wash my 
hands in red wine, splashing it on to 
the crisp white cloth and making  a 
huge mess. Smothering an untimely 
desire to laugh aloud, I did what I 
could to redeem the situation with 
the water, but as I turned to begin the 
Eucharistic Prayer my hands were still 
sticky, with a reddish hue.
   As I said, I have often appreciated 
the distance between the communion 
table and the congregation.  It has 
meant that we can get to grips with 
wine, wafers, water, identical pottery 
cruets and red sticky fingers. And yet 
thankfully we are not alone.   God 
is there in all the joy, the tears, the 
laughter and the mess.  Thank God.
The Revd Sue Morton is a Curate in 
the Hambleden Valley.  

The muddy curate’s Christmas Communions
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Fleeing from danger
Mary and Joseph looked for somewhere to rest as they 
followed the demands of the Roman Empire and they 
were able to find only outbuildings for Mary’s baby to be 
born in. Then they had to flee with the new baby from 
the murderous attack of a tyrant. 
   Every day babies are born into exile in the vast refugee 
camp of Zaatari in Jordan. It houses nearly 100,000 
Syrians who have fled from their country. Perhaps half of 
all Syrians have been displaced by the war. In Lebanon, 
around a million Syrians have arrived – in a country with 
a population of only about four million people.
   Just a handful have been able to come to Britain.  Odai, 
18 landed up in Manchester after a dangerous journey.  
He said about his family: “They’re happy that I’m safe, 
but I can’t describe the feeling knowing that I’m in safety 
but my family is in danger.”  
   In Oxford groups and individuals are getting together 
to revive the City of Sanctuary Movement to make this 
place more welcoming to those who seek sanctuary. We 
want to strengthen the public backing for those charities 
which deliver support services to asylum seekers and 
refugees. 
   Pope Francis said, in his recent speech in Strasbourg, 

we need to welcome 
migrants who need 
immediate help and 
we need to give them 
not just practical 
things but also the 
“recognition of their 
dignity as persons”.   
We would argue that 
our treatment of the 
stranger, the person 
who has fled from 
danger, says a lot about 
our society.  God’s 
command to welcome 
the stranger is not just for them, it’s for us and what it 
means to be a community.
   City of Sanctuary Oxford held its first AGM in 
December so a committee is now taking the work 
forward.  If you would like to know more about making 
Oxford a City of Sanctuary, please contact the group c/o 
St Michael at the North Gate, Cornmarket, Oxford  
OX1 3EY.
   The Very Revd Bob Wilkes and The Revd Jo  
Moffett-Levy, St Michael at the North Gate, Oxford.
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JAN Fishwick knows only too 
well that for many children 
and adults, Christmas is not a 
warm family celebration. Jan, 
who began her career at 18 as 
deputy matron of a children’s 
home, tells of her journey to 
becoming the Chief Executive 
of fostering and adoption 
charity, Parents and Children 
Together (PACT).

With a great grandfather 
who helped Dr Thomas 
Barnado set up one of his 
first children’s homes, Jan 

believes the drive to give hope to people 
who are less fortunate is in her DNA. Born 
into a Christian family on the Wirral, Jan 
has two sisters and faith was very much 
part of her family life as she grew up.
   “So was a social conscience and being 
aware of other people’s needs,” says Jan. 
“In 1960s I remember knitting squares and 
making them into blankets for vulnerable 
children. I raised money for the NSPCC   
making cakes and selling them. I always 
had a sense of the needs of families who 
were less fortunate than ours.
   “We were not super-rich financially but 
we were rich in the opportunities we had 
and in terms of being part of a loving 
family,” says Jan. When she left school Jan 
knew that she didn’t want to follow the 
traditional route of university and literally 
took a ferry across the Mersey to Liverpool 
for a careers interview with Barnardo’s.  
“I tried to follow a course that was right 
for me rather than what was expected,” 
says Jan, who felt pressure from teachers 
to do a degree. “My parents were really 
supportive and helped me map out my 
career.”  
   Jan says her first job in the 12 bedded 
children’s home was a baptism of fire. 
While for many that would be a daunting 
prospect, Jan says she took it in her 
stride. “I was often in charge and it was 
my first experience of children waiting for 
families.” 

   She would try and make Christmas as 
nice a day as possible for the children in 
the home. She helped raise awareness in 
her church about her Christmas Day work 
to help others be more mindful of life for 
children in care. 
   Jan went on to become a qualified social 
worker, a role that was both challenging 
and rewarding, with the responsibility 
of, among other things, carrying out 
mental health sections, assessing the 
needs of some of society’s most vulnerable 
people.  “It gave me a great grounding 
and taught me that the need is great.  I 
knew I could play my part and that is still 
what motivates me. My husband Ian is 
an ordained priest so I have been a vicar’s 
wife, which can be like a second job on 
the side.” Jan appreciated being able to 
take time out from her career when her 
children were small.  “Family life is really 
important to me, especially making sure 
we had enough time together as a clergy 
family,” she says. 
   Jan joined the Reading-based PACT  in 
2008. She oversees not just fostering and 
adoption services but also Alana House, 
which supports vulnerable women, 
including those in the criminal justice 
system, and Bounce Back 4 Kids, helping 
children affected by domestic violence. 
PACT’s staff will be working hard to 
improve Christmas for those who use their 
services. “For all of the people we help 
Christmas can be one of the most stressful 
times of the year. It can be lonely and there 
is a lot of pressure in terms of money.  
Christmas is a time of mixed emotions for 
a lot of people. Women at Alana house get 
goodie bags with toiletries and basics, just 

things that we take for granted. A lot of 
them are homeless or street workers and 
come with nothing and we give very small 
things that ordinarily they may not have,” 
says Jan, who strongly believes in instilling 
hope into people’s lives.  
   “We absolutely believe that life can 
change for people. Adults can take charge 
of that themselves but for children we have 
a huge responsibility to make sure that 
they are safe and in loving families. There 
is a whole theology around adoption, going 
back to the concept of us all being adopted 
by God, into his family, which brings a 
sense of belonging and acceptance.  
   Jan says that churches, church schools 
and individuals, church goers and non-
church goers can all support PACT. They 
can help raise awareness and funds 
during particular events like Adoption 
Sunday, Foster Care Fortnight, Mothering 
Sunday and at Christmas. They can collect 
toiletries, non-perishable food and books 
for PACT families and they can hold 
fundraising events.  

“We have a huge 
responsibility to make 
sure they are safe and in 
loving families.”

   “We had a lovely response from a 
diocesan synod that did some work with 
clergy  and decided  to support us,” says 
Jan. “Some people have offered to raise 
awareness about PACT’s services, to link 
work they are doing with Home for Good 
to PACT , to encourage financial support 
and to provide goodie bags to Alana House. 
Church schools can do that as well. That 
encourages children from a really young 
age to look outside themselves and be 
grateful for what they have.”
   Jan describes herself as ambitious, 
despite being aware of negative 
connotations of the word.  “I am ambitious 
because there is still unmet need. I have a 
responsibility to grow the services of PACT 
to meet that unmet need. 

   “Too many children are waiting for 
adoption. Too many families are not 
getting the resources they need and there 
are not enough to go around. When you 
work for a charity you have to find funding 
and that can be statutory funding but also 
giving from trusts and  churches,” she says. 
   Jan does not differentiate between her 
spiritual life and her working life.  “It’s just 
so integrated,” she says, telling the story 
of PACT’s beginnings, from a donation 
of £100 in 1910 to the Bishop of Oxford 
to address the vulnerabilities of needy 
families in the Oxford Diocese.  “I have 
the responsibility and privilege of leading 
PACT for this chapter in its history. Over 
the last 100 years the needs have changed 
but the need is just as great,” adds Jan.   
For more go to www.pactcharity.org or 
call 0300 456 4800. Jan is married to 
Ian, a priest, and has three grown up 
sons and three grandsons. Jan and Ian 
worship at Contemplative Fire – a Fresh 
Expression community based in the High 
Wycombe area. 
Jan is pictured above. (Photo: PACT) Top 
left are C of E school children and Bishop 
John celebrating 100 years of PACT in 
2011. (Photo KT Bruce.)

Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?

Ex 15:11
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Last Train from London
In a fictional tale Kevin Davies 
tells of one man’s Christmas 
train ride home with a 
difference. 

It was a bitterly cold night in late 
December. The 11.05pm departure 
was late. Joe wanted a fast train 
home that evening before the bank 

holiday. Planned engineering works 
were to close the line for four days. He 
was regretting the second cocktail at the 
university do, and wondered if someone 
had used photocopier cleaner in error. 
He looked around for a coffee shack, but 
they were closing as quickly as trains were 
disappearing. 
   Every train except his, that is. Where 
was it? A dejected station employee was 
shuffling towards him, pushing a broom 
ahead. The growing mound of detritus   
ahead of the broom seemed ominously 
threatening. Joe, it said, you do not belong 
here. 
   Joe looked anxiously around. Still no 
train. The clock ticked. There were fewer 
and fewer people waiting on the station 
concourse now.  Even the middle aged 
man with a folded bicycle, so still and 
immovable that Joe had initially mistaken 
him for one of those pieces of life-art that 
surprise you by moving, had gone. Been 
swept up, probably, Joe thought.
       “This is the train sir!”
   Suddenly a hand gently grabbed his 
elbow, and a bright face appeared at his 
side. It was a station dispatcher, smartly 
suited and tied, a bright orange day-glo 
jacket to match the smile. “This way, sir!” 
the man said, steering him off to the left. 
“Platform One!” “This is the train, sir! 
11.29, the last fast one.” 
   Sure enough, there was a train. “But, 
where is it going?...” Joe began to protest 
as he was shown into carriage B, and 
squeezed into what seemed to be the only 
free seat. “It’s the last fast train, sir!” called 
back the dispatcher. “Everyone needs to 
get this train!”
   Putting it like that, Joe supposed he did 
need to be on it. He could figure out when 
to get off later. He began to settle himself 
into his seat and realised that he had left 
his briefcase on the station platform. A 
mild feeling of panic set in and he stood 
to see if he could find the train manager. 
This feeling intensified as the train began 
to move out, but then he saw a steward, 
carrying his brown leather case. The man 
saw the look of relief on Joe’s face, smiled 
and handed it over. “The dispatch team’s 
compliments, sir,” he said. “They thought 
you would need this.”
   The train was almost out of the station 
and Joe was settling down again when the 

brakes were slammed on and everyone 
was thrown forward with a jolt. The train 
screeched to a halt, there was a babble 
of conversation in the carriage and then 
suddenly someone cried out, “Look, it’s the 
Prince!”
            “Look, it’s the prince!”
   Joe peered out of the window and caught 
glimpses of a famous person hurrying 
by on the platform with a large trailing 
retinue. Wasn’t first class normally at the 
rear of the train, he wondered to himself? 
They must have been in such a hurry to 
get this train out that they had not had 
time to turn it. A few more minutes, and 
they moved off, properly this time, and 
began to pick up speed. The lights of the 
city twinkled for a while, and then faded to 
a blur. 
   Joe looked around the carriage. A couple 
were canoodling in the seat across the 
aisle. The girl looked young, the man older, 
dark skinned and bearded. Joe tried not 
to look but as he pointedly turned away 
the bearded man noticed him and smiled 
across. “I’ll just find us a coffee,” he said to 
his girlfriend, and went towards the buffet 
car. 

“He’s a boy, not an it, 
and he might be here any 
minute...”

   Now Joe could see that under her top 
coat she was heavily pregnant, and he 
managed a smile, more in pity than 
happiness. Poor kids. Did they have any 
idea of the world? The boyfriend returned 
with two cups. The girl shook her head. 
“No thanks, I feel a bit queasy just now.”  

The man shrugged his shoulders, looked at 
Joe and held out the spare coffee. “Would 
you like this?” he asked. “No, don’t bother, 
it’s alright,” he said, as Joe gratefully held 
out a couple of coins in return.   
   The train slowed, and pulled in 
somewhere – Joe could not see a name, but 
it looked like Slough. A noise penetrated 
the carriage – was that singing? Joe 
groaned inwardly. He was not aware of 
any rugby fixtures, but here they came, 
a group, no a herd, of swaying and 
boisterous fans, obviously returning to 
Cardiff or wherever after a victorious 
foray into England. But rugby, in Slough?  
The rough, enormous men, fragranced by 
Stella Artois, were steered into coach B by 
an equally large group of orange jacketed 
dispatchers. 
   “We’re full already!” the occupants of 
Coach B protested, to be ignored, the songs 
of the men swelling to fresh heights of 
bawdiness.  “Here’s lovely!” one of them 
cried, his eyes alighting on the boy and girl 
opposite. “When’s the baby due then? Do 
you know what you’re getting? Look at her, 
lads!”
   “It’s any day now,” the bearded man 
replied. His partner was looking paler by 
the moment. “He’s a boy, not an it, and he 
might be here any minute,” she muttered. 
   “Any day? Any minute?” cried the 
Welshman. “Let’s give the child a song, 
boys, and help him into the world in true 
valley style!” How they got six men into 
the space around the couple, Joe would 
never know. But lager or not, there was 
harmony undreamed of in that moment, as 
Cwm Rhondda filled Coach B, and the girl 
shed a tear as the song calmed her fears.
   The train must be nearing his stop, he 
thought, but there was just time to check 

his phone. He’d left it in his case, which 
he got down, and opened. Again his heart 
missed a beat. The case looked like his, 
but inside, it was not. There was a royal 
monika on the leather, and three small, 
perfectly wrapped gifts, nestling in a 
presentation package. Joe sat in stunned 
silence.  He looked across at the couple. 
He looked at the swaying Welshmen. He 
remembered the fuss and bother of getting 
the Royalty onboard. He remembered 
the day-glo jacket and the words of the 
dispatcher, “This is the train for you, sir.”
 

“Everyone needs to get 
this train....”

   And right at that moment he realised 
that there was something he had to do. 
He leaned across the aisle, and said to the 
bearded man, “This is for you. For the little 
one. When the time comes,” and handed 
over the case.
   “Reading Station, next stop.” It was five 
minutes past midnight. No trains should 
be running. Joe stood in the gangway 
with a crowd of others. The girlfriend was 
gripping tightly onto the arm of her seat, 
her breathing shallow and short. 
   He alighted, paused for a moment on 
the platform, then decided. Swiftly he 
turned around, and got back on board. 
The steward seemed surprised, but then 
smiled.
   Joe smiled back. “Yes,” he said. “Everyone 
needs to get this train, don’t they?”

Copyright  © Kevin G Davies 2013
The Revd Kevin Davies is the Area Dean 
of Henley. 
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SUNDAYS
SUNDAY 4 At the start  of this new year please pray for  
Bishop Colin, Bishop Alan and Bishop Andrew together with our 
Archdeacons Karen Gorham, Martin Gorick, Olivia Graham and 
Judy French. Please pray for the Diocese and the discernment 
process as we seek to recognise who God is calling to be the next 
Bishop of Oxford. 

SUNDAY  11 Baptism of Christ. Please pray for the staff of 
Diocesan Church House whose often hidden and forgotten 
ministry resources so much of what is happening in ministry and 
mission across the Diocese of Oxford. 

SUNDAY 18 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins. 
Homelessness Sunday. Please pray for the unity of the Church 
especially the unity of the Anglican Communion and the Church 
of England. Please pray for homeless  people and be open to God’s 
calling to serve them and feed them. 

SUNDAY 25 Please pray for the Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Education led by Anne Davey, Fiona Craig and Gordon Joyner. 
As our involvement in the Education Sector grows please pray 
for wisdom for those who have to juggle scarce resources to use 
the resources in the most effective way for the Kingdom of God. 
Pray for the children who learn in our Church Schools and this 
important field of mission and ministry. 

“Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans 
will be established.” - Proverbs 16:3

Pray to the Father through the Son in the power of 
the Spirit for: 

THURSDAY 1 Bank Holiday. Bracknell 
Deanery. David Uffindell, Andy Glaze, 
Jan Glaze, Catriona Cappleman, Catherine 
Blundell, Jenny Sistig and Pamela Grigg. For  
joy in ministry and mission and for even 
more fruitful partnership and collaboration.

FRIDAY 2 Ascot Heath. Darrell Hannah, 
Patrick Gilday, Ellen Turtle and Shiela 
Shrigley.  For people to come forward to fill 
important PCC offices and for the success 
of our Stewardship campaign which is being 
launched now.  Ascot Heath (VC) School.

SATURDAY 3 Binfield. Luke Taylor, Nigel 
Richards and Elizabeth Harland. Please pray 
that we may grow as a church in recognising 
the voice of the Holy Spirit as he speaks to 
us, and therefore, become more like Jesus 
and that as followers of Jesus we lead others 
to follow Jesus and his teachings. Binfield 
(VA) School. 

MONDAY  5 Bracknell. Les Jesudason, 
Alan Bradford and Margaret Clarke. For 
the implementation of our Vision as people 
are encouraged in serving and stewardship. 
Please pray for churchwardens Shirley 
Taylor and Russell Goodburn  as they help 
lead the Church through the vacancy.  
Ranelagh Academy.

TUESDAY 6 Epiphany.  Easthampstead. 
Guy Cole, Peter Bestley, Jeannie Rymill 
and Nick Thompson (Methodist). 
Easthampstead Aided School, and Jennett’s 
Park Aided School. 

WEDNESDAY 7 Sunningdale. David 
Uffindell, Sue Cooke, Terry Ward-Hall and  
Zoe Uffindell. Please give thanks for the 
new chapter opening up and for confidence, 
courage and wisdom to know how best to 
take our Heritage Building Project forward. 
Holy Trinity (VA) School. 

THURSDAY 8 Warfield.  Mark Griffiths, 
Paul Collins, Alan Bradfield and Janet 
Taft, Dave Cappleman, Sam Mortimer and 
Michael Summers, Rebecca Medlicott and 
Jayne Lewis.  For our increasing youth and 
children’s ministry and our youth pastor 
Matt Davies and children’s pastor Jo Foster 
and for the Warfield Joint Service - Our 
Vision Presentation for 2015 (planned for 
January 18). Warfield (VC) School. 

FRIDAY 9 Winkfield and Cranbourne. 
Catherine Blundell and Mary Knight.  For 

the first candidates doing the Communion 
before Confirmation course and for the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity service 
at St Martin’s Chavey Down with the 
Winkfield Row Methodists.

SATURDAY 10 Sunninghill and South 
Ascot. Stephen Johnson, Tracey Williams, 
Jennifer Jones, Mary Nichols and Judith 
Hogg. For start of a year of discipleship. 
The next step on the journey and for the 
development of contemporary music in All 
Souls, South Ascot. Sunninghill Cheapside 
and Sunninghill St Michael (VA) Schools.

MONDAY 12 Bicester and Islip Deanery.
Stephen Griffiths, Michael Dockrey, Victor 
Puddick, Karen Stoddart, Claire Hartropp. 
For the parishes of the Deanery as they 
embrace new housing developments and 
welcome new people to the area.  May God’s 
Church be built up in the coming years 
as we seek new directions and patterns 
for ministry.  For the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee as they deliberate on the many 
applications relating to maintenance and 
re-ordering of our buildings. 

TUESDAY 13 Akeman. Jane Hemmings, 
Brian Wood, Paul Clifford, Jo Cropp, 
Michael Nunn and Grant Lee.  For courage 
and energy to take forward our parish 
priorities and that we might find wardens 
for Weston-on-the-Green.  Bletchington 
Parochial, Chesterton and Kirtlington (VA)
Schools.

WEDNESDAY 14 Plough Wednesday. 
Bicester with Bucknell, Caversfield and 
Launton Team Ministry. Verena Breed, 
Ian Biscoe, Becky Mathew, Robert Atkins, 
Peter Hill, Peter Wright, Colin Cockshaw, 
Elizabeth Taylor, and Mary Roe. Our 
outreach into the growing new communities 
in and around Bicester; our work in the 
schools, especially for St Edburg’s as the 
new school on Kingsmere is being built; 
Launton (VC) School and all the different 
teams (lay and ordained) that seek to fulfil 
their calling to build God’s kingdom.

THURSDAY 15 Cherwell Valley. Stephen 
Griffiths, Geoffrey Price and Barbara 
McGarry. For wisdom in co-ordinating 
youth and children’s work in the Benefice, 
including the training of many volunteers 
and for God’s long term provision for 
the Benefice, including the growth of the 
ministry team for new work in Heyford 
Park. Fritwell (VC) School. Upper Heyford 
Proposed (VA) School. 

FRIDAY 16 Rousham. Richard Smail. 
Shelswell.  Bill Muncey and Penny Wood.  
Give thanks for all those people who  are 

taking up the reins during the vacancy and 
particularly the church wardens, office staff 
and visiting ministers. As we seek a new 
minister please pray for wisdom for the 
Benefice council and the patrons as they 
prepare for advertising and interviewing of 
a new rector.  Finmere and Fringford (VC) 
Schools.

SATURDAY 17 The Ray Valley. Charles 
Masheder, David Wippell, Andrew Rycraft, 
Lisa Holmes, Glenys Edwards and Lynne 
Lewis.  For the guidance of the Holy Spirit  
in the appointment process for two suitable 
priests to join the Benefice Ministry Team, 
living in Charlton and Islip and for God’s 
blessing on the completion of a number 
of major building projects. Charlton on 
Otmoor (VC) School and Islip Dr South’s 
(VA) School. For the Area Deans and Lay 
Chairs Conference as they meet today giving 
thanks for their commitment and service 
and praying that they will continue to be 
equipped by the Holy Spirit in these crucial 
strategic ministries.  

MONDAY 19 Aylesbury Deanery. 
Andrew Blyth, Nigel Featherstone, Ann 
Beaton, David Morris and Roger Williams.  
For wisdom and boldness as we respond 
to the mission needs of major housing 
developments and for collaboration and 
sharing of resources as we engage in 
Mission Action Planning. 

TUESDAY 20 Aylesbury with Bierton 
and Hulcot Team Ministry.  
Mark Ackford, Gareth Lane, Suzanne 
Ackford, Julie Willis and Luke Lee. For the 
Church of Fairford Leys Local Ecumenical 
Project, St Mary’s (VC) School Aylesbury, 
Bierton (VC) School, Buckingham Park (VA) 
School and Berryfields  Academy.  

WEDNESDAY 21 Bedgrove.  Martin Kuhrt 
and Marie Carey. For our vicar Martin who 
is going to a study tour of Israel and to India 
to visit a mission partner this January and 
give thanks for faith and unity. May we go 
forward in generosity to meet the financial 
challenge of a new full time member of staff 
and  continue with our building project.

THURSDAY 22 Bernwode.  Priscilla 
Slusar and Jenny Edmans. Thanks for the 
churchwardens and dedicated volunteers in 
the villages of this benefice who contribute 
so much to the church’s ministry in the 
community and for our continuing work 
with families and young children to spread 
the word of God more widely throughout 
the benefice. Brill Academy.

FRIDAY 23 Broughton.  Phil White 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local 
conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 
 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.
WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm 
(Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).

Tel: 01865 276155
  www.chch.ox.ac.uk

and Shirley Bull. For our new community 
café, ‘More+’, to be even more effective in 
contacting and building relationships with 
people in our community and for our church 
to continue to grow particularly with young 
families and musicians

SATURDAY 24 Haddenham with 
Cuddington with Kingsey and Aston 
Sandford. Margot Hodson, Jonathan 
Hawkins, Olive Kuhrt, Trish Mander 
and Adrian Collier.  For the pastoral 
reorganisation with Stone and Dinton and 
for a focus on Faith in Action as a benefice 
theme during 2015. Haddenham St Mary’s 
(VC) School, Cuddington and Dinton (VA)  
School.

MONDAY 26 Long Crendon with 
Chearsley and Nether Winchendon. 
John Wynburne and Robert Hutton. Give 
thanks and praise to God for the successful 

restoration, reordering and renewal building 
projects in all three churches - totalling 
nearly £300,000. For the energy, activity 
and enthusiasm of so many able and 
committed lay people, their generosity in 
time, money and talents and for the 20 
young people recently confirmed. That 
God will bless the work and witness of our 
churches in their communities and that 
people will be drawn by His love and the 
voice of His calling.

TUESDAY 27 Risborough. David Williams, 
James Tomkins, Jennifer Locke, Tony  
Bundock and Nigel Taylor. For St. Mary’s 
new partnership links with northern 
Uganda and for our eleven emerging leaders 
who are going through the CPAS Growing 
Leaders Course as they discern what 
leadership roles they are being called into. St 
John’s Lacey Green and Speen (VA)  Schools 
and Longwick (VC) School.                                                       

WEDNESDAY 28 Southcourt. David 
Lawton and Alan Foster. For our work with 
young people, especially the youth cafe and 
Sofa Club and for our emphasis this year on 
‘making disciples’ in our church community.

THURSDAY 29 Stone with Dinton and 
Hartwell. Peter Rich, Angela Rich and 
Avril Clark . For our Learning Communities 
Group as they develop Mission plans for the 
future and for  the Joint Planning group 
with Haddenham Benefice as they prepare 
for the implementation of a multi-Parish 
Benefice. Stone (VC) School.  

FRIDAY 30 Walton Holy Trinity.  
Andrew Blyth, Richard Phillips, Peter 
Wheeler, Martin Roper, Glynis  Axtell, 
Andrew Turnbull-Ross and Amy 
Henderson.  The growth of community 
projects with the Aylesbury Town 
Chaplaincy, local food bank and debt 

advice and for imagination in forming 
mission partnerships with St Mary’s, 
Aylesbury and other town centre churches.  

SATURDAY 31 Worminghill with 
Ickford, Oakley and Shabbington. David 
Kaboleh and Susan Small. For God to renew 
and increase the faith of the leadership team 
and also for the increase of faith among our 
new believers. Oakley (VC) School. Please 
pray for the Honorary Canons Service at 
Christ Church Cathedral.

 

 

The Revd Adrian Manning will take up post 
as Vicar of Ivinghoe with Pitstone, Slapton 
and Marsworth;  The Revd Capt Peter 
Simmons will take up post as Vicar of Penn 
Street with Holmer Green; The Revd Helen 
Chamberlain will take up post as Associate 
Minister at The Cookhams; The Revd David 
Wippell will be leaving his post as Associate 
Clergy in The Ray Valley; The Revd Dr 
Simon Thorn will be leaving his post as  
Associate Minister in the Hermitage Team; 
The Revd Liz Baker will be leaving her 
post at Stantonbury and Willen; The Revd 

Andrew Rycraft will be leaving his post at 
The Ray Valley Benefice; The Revd Caroline 
Symcox will be leaving her post at Amersham 
with Coleshill; The Revd Luke Foster will be 
leaving his post in Banbury St Paul. 
The following have been given permission 
to officiate: The Revd Roland Price; The 
Revd Lee Gandiya. We recall with sadness 
the deaths of Canon John Ratings; Canon 
Christopher Brown; The Revd John 
Bryn-Thomas; The Revd Robin Canham; 
The Revd William MacFarlane; The Revd 
Andrew Rowe.

Comings and Goings
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New and Featured for January 

Discusses the essential values we need for 
building a just and compassionate society for all. 
Includes contributions from Lord Adonis,
Ruth Fox and Justin Welby.

978 0 281 07174 6    *    £9.99

‘It is extremely unusual to meet anyone who 
isn’t a specialist who has such a subtle feeling 
for language.’

Sir Andrew Motion, Former Poet Laureate

978 0 281 07180 7    *    £12.99
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Courses, training, conferences and workshops in January

thedoorpost

Courses and Special Events

Learning for Discipleship and Ministry 
Courses: Introduction to Preaching course begins 
on 12 January; Introduction to the Bible course 
begins on 5 January; Intermediate course on the 
Eucharist begins on 13 January.  For details of 
these and our other 2015 courses please go to www.
oxford.anglican.org/our-faith/lifelong-learning or 
phone 01865 208257. 

 
Clergy Safeguarding Training 2015: All 
parochial clergy are required to attend safeguarding 
training every three years under arrangements 
approved by the bishops.  There will be courses 
running throughout the diocese in 2015 beginning 
with one at Diocesan Church House on 7 January.  
For further details and booking information email 
melanie.hawgood@oxford.anglican.org or phone 
01865 208252.
 
Intelligent Compassion: This study day is 
organised by Sobell Study Centre, Sir Michael Sobell 
House and is suitable for health care professionals 
and service leaders. The day aims to unpack the 
sources for an intelligent understanding of human 
compassion and its dynamics with everyday 
health care practice.  It will take place from 9am 
- 4.30pm at Sobell House, Oxford and costs £90 
(includes refreshments and lunch). Details at www.
sobelleducation.org.uk or phone 01865 225886.

SUNDAY 11 JANUARY
Cookham: Epiphany carols by 
candlelight at Holy Trinity Church 
at 6.30pm. Retiring collection in 
aid of Alexander Devine Children’s 
Hospice.  
 
WEDNESDAY 14 JANUARY
Cowley: Centenary of the death 
of Fr Richard Benson, founder of 
Cowley Fathers and who was Vicar 
of Cowley and student at Christ 
Church. Solemn Eucharist at SS 
Mary and St John at 7.30pm.  Also 
commemorative Evensong on 17 
January at 6pm at Christ Church  
Cathedral and Parish Eucharist at 
10.30am on 18 January. 
 
WEDNESDAY 28 JANUARY
Reading: Café Theologique talk 
organised by the University of 
Reading Chaplaincy will take place at 
7.30pm in Zero Degrees Bar 
RG1 2LR. ‘Re-discovering the 
Sacred: spiritual democracy and 
re-sacramentalism in contemporary 
culture’ by The Revd Ian Mobsby. 
Email chaplaincy@reading.ac.uk for 
details. 
 
Turville: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am.  Details 
01491 571231. 
 Christ Church Cathedral. Photo by Jigsaw Design and Publishing

Four clergy who serve in the 
Oxford Diocese will become 
Honorary Canons of Christ 

Church Cathedral in recognition 
of their distinguished service.  
   They are the Revd Charlie 
Cleverly, Rector of St Aldates, 
Oxford; the Revd Dr Simon Jones, 
Fellow and Chaplain of Merton 
College, Oxford; the Revd Andrew 
Marsden, Vicar of St Sebastian’s, 
Wokingham; and the Revd Geoff 
Maughan, Vicar of Cumnor. 

   In addition, the Revd Dr 
Martin Wellings, Superintendent 
Minister of the Oxford 
Methodist Circuit, will be made 
an Ecumenical Canon; and Sir 
Tony Baldry, MP for Banbury 
and Second Church Estates 
Commissioner, will become a Lay 
Canon.
   Honorary Canons take part 
in the life of the Cathedral by 
becoming members of the College 
of Canons. They also serve as 
ambassadors for the Cathedral in 

their parish or other ministry. 
   There are no specific duties 
attached to the posts of 
Ecumenical or Lay Canon, but 
those who take on these roles are 
invited to join in the life of the 
Cathedral and to serve as a bridge 
between the Cathedral, the wider 
Church and the world. 
    The six will be ‘installed’ as 
canons at a special service of 
Evensong on Saturday 31 January 
2015 at 6pm.

New Canons at Christ Church Cathedral

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 2 January 2015. 


